




Biggleswade United FC joins with the rest of the 
nation in mourning the loss of such a cherished 
monarch. Her reign is the only one that any of 
us has known and her passing represents not 
only the end of the second Elizabethan age, 
but the end of an era in which she has been the 
principal figurehead on the national and inter-

national stage. 

She will be greatly missed by all.



I have always described our club as one big fam-
ily and one that I am extremely proud to be part 
of. Our family is made up of many individuals, 
predominantly players and supporters, but an 
extremely valuable group of individuals of that 
family are our band of volunteers.

On Friday I spoke with our club secretary, Trac-
ey James, who like so many of our volunteers 
has only ever known one sovereign, Her Majes-
ty Queen Elizabeth II. Tracey was clearly sad-
dened and shocked by the sudden death of Her 

Majesty and like many of her fellow volunteers 
felt that she needed time to pause and reflect 
the passing of someone that had been part of 
her life right back to when she took the Brownie 
Promise at the age of 8 and then as a civil ser-
vant for 38 years.

Tracey described it as like losing her mother 
and grandmother all over again - a sentiment 
echoed by thousands since the Queen’s pass-
ing - and the emotions that evokes were clearly 
evident when I spoke with her. It was clearly 
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going to be a very difficult weekend for her and 
so many members of our “family” with matches 
on Saturday and Sunday.

What many do not know is that as far as our 
volunteers are concerned a “weekend of foot-
ball” starts on Friday morning with pitch prepa-
ration, cleaning the clubhouse and changing 
rooms, shopping, kit organisation and much, 
much more.

All that she and other volunteers wanted was 
for a period of quiet contemplation. We were 
left with a decision on whether the weekend 
games should go ahead.

At midday on Friday that decision was made 
for us by the Football Association. They de-
creed that all games, from the Premier League 
down to grassroots football should be cancelled 
throughout the weekend to enable all to pay 
their respects to Her Majesty the Queen who 
was the long-standing Patron of The Football 
Association.

For some this was an unpopular decision and 
I respect those opinions who felt that it would 
have been more fitting if clubs had the oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to Her Majesty over the 
weekend.

However, football is not just about the Premier 
League. Non League football is about commu-
nity and family and we must be mindful that 
we care about the people that make up that 
family and on this occasion it was completely 
right that we understand the feelings that the 
Queen’s passing had on all of our family and 
“press the pause button” for just one weekend.
Now that we have had that time to reflect we 
will be marking the passing of Her Majesty on 
Saturday and Sunday with a minutes silence at 
our men’s first team League game against Ard-
ley United and our Women’s Reds team Vitality 
Women’s FA Cup tie against Headstone Manor. 
Both at the Keech Hospice Stadium.
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Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 











Ardley United were formed in 1945 just after the 
end of the Second World War. In the early years, 
the club plied its trade in the Lord Jersey FA and 
played on a pitch which was situated close to the 
railway line on the Oxford Road. The 1950’s and 
‘60’s were successful for the club as they won both 
league titles and cups; most notably the Oxford-
shire Junior Shield on three occasions as well as 
many other trophies.The acquisition of the current 
Playing Field site in the mid-60’s enabled the club 
to move into the heart of the village, and a num-
ber of volunteers led by life-long supporter Doug 
Hodges built modest changing rooms.

Ardley continued to compete in the Jersey League 
throughout the 70’s and early 80’s without much 
success but this was to change in the mid-‘80’s 
with the arrival of Norman Stacey as chairman – a 
position that he graces to this day. In 1988 the club 
were promoted to the Oxfordshire Senior League 
and won the Division One title at the first attempt, 
following this up with the Premier Division title the 
following season.Accepting a place in the Hellen-
ic League for the 1993/4 season, Ardley spent six 
seasons in the ‘old’ Division One winning it in both 
1996/7 and 97/8 as well as winning the Division 1 
Cup for a record four consecutive seasons before 
it was merged with the Premier Division Cup to 
become the Challenge Cup that we know today. 
The manager during these years was ex-Oxford 
United leading scorer Peter Foley and he was to be 
the first in a line of managers to keep Ardley at the 
forefront who include Paul Spittle, Paul Berry, Dan 
Still and Kevin Brock among their number.

Major change was to come in the early 2000’s as, 
along with the Ardley Playing Field Committee, 
Ardley United oversaw the construction of dedicat-

ed facilities along with a separate village hall which 
enabled the club to be independent of community 
activities. The new clubhouse, which had been 
awarded the Non-League Paper’s Hungerford Cup 
for most-improved facilities, allowed the club to be 
promoted to the Hellenic Premier Division and so 
began the club’s most successful years to date.

Kevin Brock took the reins for seven seasons which 
saw Ardley win several cups including the Oxford-
shire Senior Cup in 2013/14, a season during which 
they narrowly lost out on the Premier Division title 
by just two points. Following Brock’s departure, 
Paul Davis took over as manager for nearly two 
seasons until the resignation of long-time chair-
man Norman Stacey in June 2017 for personal 
reasons. Ian Feaver took over the role of Chairman 
and appointed Craig Adey as First Team Manager. 
A decision to be voluntarily relegated to uhlsport 
Hellenic League Division One West gave everyone 
some breathing space to adjust to the new regime.

Craig brought with him a talented squad of players 
and they won the Division title gaining promotion 
back to the Premier Division at the first time of ask-
ing. The 2018/2019 season had its ups and downs 
but the team finished on a high winning the Hellen-
ic League Floodlit Cup.

Lee Matthews was appointed manager for the 
2020-21 season, after being joint manager with Da-
nial (Elvis) Knight after Craig departed during the 
2019-20 season. The club went through a restruc-
ture in the back office, leading to Eddie Nix being 
appointed as Director of Football and the creation 
of the Ardley United Development team, managed 
by Carl Reed.





First of all, on behalf of myself and everyone in the 
Biggleswade United FC family, I would like to show our 
deepest respect on the passing of HRM Elizabeth II. 

This fact marks that we will compete again after 11 days 
since our last match, against Old Bradwell United FC 
in the Gladwish Challenge Trophy. We deservedly went 
through the next round after being very clinical on an 
offensive level, but the last 10 minutes of the game 
made us finish the game with a bad taste.

We have to be just as offensive again in our next games 
but, on the other hand, we have to be much more force-
ful in our own box and appreciate that the opponent 
doesn’t always have to score.

If we reinforce this message, we will close September 
with good position in all competitions, which is our 
goal, in order to be able to face an October with many 
challenges ahead and that could mark the future of the 
season.

Cristian Colás - Men´s Head Coach
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Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happen-
ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the 
ethos and important messages that Play Safe 
conveys – whether to club officials, parents/carers 
and or vitally, children and young people them-
selves. Equally important is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key points 
in the football calendar to remind everyone in 
football, that children’s welfare and keeping them 
safe, should be at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see Play 
Safe appearing at various points throughout the 
season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.






























