


As autumn and winter beckons and the nights 
begin to draw in, the soaring charges of energy 
and the inevitable implications they will have 
on our running costs are gradually beginning to 
hit home.

It is not just about matchdays but also for train-
ing nights for our four senior sides when the 
ground has to be lit and the clubhouse has to be 
warm and welcoming for all those who attend.

Which is why like never before we need to do 

the very best to try to get in touch with local 
businesses to see if we can work together and 
see if they can help us by way of sponsorship in 
all its guises to help address this latest crisis.

Here at Biggleswade United we are blessed by 
having around 70,000 followers on social media. 
This has helped us open up partnerships with 
people all over the world and we have in the 
past featured in reports on Spanish and Brazil-
ian TV, have been the subject of a double paged 
spread in the prestigious French sports paper, 
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L’Equipe and even featured in a mini fly on the 
wall series on TV2 in Norway.

But there is nothing more vital, valuable and 
effective than establishing a network that can 
make direct contact with those people on our 
doorstep, our own community.

We now around 200 people involved at the club 
as volunteers, players or coaches all of who can 
spread the word.

There are many ways that local businesses can 
support us be it by sponsoring a player for £75, 
a match for £175, or even the match ball for 50.
We already have around 10 of our players from 
our senior sides sponsored and hopefully more 
will follow.

There are also opportunities for businesses to 
advertise their businesses around the ground 
and we are constantly looking for new and var-
ied ways to keep the ground running on a daily 
basis.

Above all we must strive to develop relation-
ships with those who are closest to us because 
now more than ever before we need to work 
together to try to create an identity and mutual 
prosperity for us and that community that we 
are proud to be a part of.

There is now a fund raising team and one of our 
first initiatives will be to have our replica kit and 
other club merchandise available in an outlet in 
the town as well as at the clubhouse.

We are constantly talking to the hospitality 
industry in the town to see how we can work 
together with advertising.

Financial assistance from the FA during the 
pandemic was a vital lifeline for us but is now a 
thing of the past.

We now need to look at maximising the assets 
that we have. Our clubhouse is always available 
to rent for functions such as birthday’s, wed-
dings, anniversaries etc or for any clubs, soci-

eties or companies looking for a venue where 
their members or employees can enjoy the 
benefits of a fully licensed bar and the warmest 
of welcomes.
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Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 











Following the demise of the orginal Baldock Town 
FC in 2001 the new Baldock Town were formed 
from the Baldock Town Youth FC as an outlet for 
youth squads in 2003. The new Baldock Town 
played its first competitive match in September 
2003 in the North Herts League at ‘The Shed’ on 
Clothall Road, Baldock. The match was against 
Magnum with a Rob Foster hat-trick sealing a 5-1 
win. The club then progressed from the North 
Herts League to the Herts Senior County League 
(HSCL). The 1st Team won Div 1 of the HSCL in 
their debut season in 2007/2008.

For three seasons from 2008 the team played its 
home matches on at the County Ground, Letch-
worth but they returned to Baldock to play at their 
old ground in Norton Road now known as the 
North Herts Arena.

After three near misses the 1st Team finally won 
the HSCL Premier Div title in 2012. Unfortunately, 
due to ground grading issues the team were unable 
to take their place in the Spartan Southern Mid-
lands League (SSML).

In order to achieve its ambition of playing at the 
highest possible level the Team were forced to 
move to ground share with Hitchin FC. The club fin-
ished in second place the following season but this 
proved to be good enough to secure that elusive 
promotion to the SSML. The side, managed by for-
mer player Scott Grant, also won the Herts Senior 
Centenary Trophy for the first time and retained 
the Anagram Records Trophy.

The next two seasons saw a period of consolida-
tion for the 1st Team as they finished 7th and 10th, 
respectively, in SSML Div 1 (Step 6 on the Non-
League pyramid). After three seasons at Hitchin 
the club moved to share with Stotfold FC. Luke 
Gregson then took over in 2015, following Grant’s 
resignation, and assisted by Dean Gilbert the team 
then went on a superb run and ended up just miss-
ing out on promotion. The 3rd place finish was the 

highest placing in their recent history.
The 2017-18 season proved to be momentus as 
Baldock Town continued to progress and finished 
second in Div 1 and were duly promoted to the 
SSML Premier Division. The team continued with 
its run of excellent form and finished in 5th place in 
their first season in the SSML Premier Division. The 
following season Baldock managed to get to 12th 
position before the season was prematurely end-
ed as Covid 19 started to take hold. Luke Gregson 
decided to step down at the end of that season and 
Adam Fisher took over as Manager, assisted by Rob 
Bates.

Baldock only managed 12 games in the 2020-21 
season as Covid-19 pandemic eventually won and 
the League was abandoned. Rob Bates took over 
as Manager during the summer of 2021 and start-
ed the season with some great Cup performances 
but failed to turn that into League form and are 
currently at the bottom of he League. Rob Bates 
has since resigned and Dave McAdam is currently 
Managing the Team. The Team currently ground 
share with Arlesey FC.





It was a brilliant performance of the team last Sat-
urday. I could not have asked for a better afternoon, 
thank you to everyone involved; all the players, the 
supporters, staff... absolutely everyone! Spot on as 
usual. The different setups in both halves worked 
really well, Ollie made two superb saves, we had 
players playing out of their normal positions and 
everything they did was great from them and this 
will make us stronger as a collective.

Now it´s time to focus again on the league. Baldock 
play a different style to Redbridge and are coming 
to United in a positive dynamic at the moment, 
having also advanced onto the next round of the 
FA Vase. But the squad that we have offers us a lot 
of different options to adapt to different situations 
and we look forward to a midweek game under the 
floodlights. 

Cristian Colas – Men’s coach
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Hi everyone and welcome to another 
hard-hitting interview with one of our first 
team. Today’s interview is a bit different than 
usual. I caught up with our top midfield mae-
stro Jaiden Irish to find out a bit more about 
him and his time at Biggleswade United.

Nick - Firstly thanks Jaiden for the interview. 
I know you have been involved with Big-
gleswade United for a long time. When did 
you first join the club? 
Jaiden - Probably it was October or Novem-
ber back in 2016. A fair few years ago.

Nick - Have you always been a midfielder?
Jaiden - Yes I have always been a midfielder. 
When I first played under Christian I played 
everywhere except in goal.

Nick - What other clubs have you played for?
Jaiden - I’ve played for Stotfold. Bedford, 
Northwood and Colney Heath for a brief spell

Nick - Do you have any pre match rituals be-
fore a game?
Jaiden - I have to use my resistance bands 
before a game. Not just for physical reasons 
but to help get me mentally prepared.

Nick - Apologies I think this interview is going 
nowhere and getting a bit boring. We have 
some big fans of yours who would like to ask 
you some questions. 

At this stage I was joined by Zac and Blake 

Thomas, the sons of Josh and Kayleigh. Jaid-
en is their favourite player and they have also 
suggested some goal celebrations for when 
he scores his next goal.

Zac - Ok first question. Who is your favourite 
Disney character?
Jaiden - I would say it’s got to be Simba

Zac - Who is your favourite Biggleswade first 
team player?
Jaiden - That’s a tough one. I would probably 
say Cam (Cam Hyde)

Zac - What is your favourite bedtime story?
Jaiden - Gin and tonic

Blake - What is your favourite dinosaur?
Jaiden - Velociraptor

Blake - Same. Who would win in a fight be-
tween Sonic the Hedgehog and the Hulk?
Jaiden - If the Hulk get his hands on Sonic the 
Hedgehog it has to be the Hulk

Zac - Ok last one. What is your favourite 
place in the world?
Jaiden - The football pitch
Zac- Pretty good. Same

Big thanks to Zac and Blake for the questions 
and improving the interview and thanks 
again to Jaiden. All the best for the rest of 
the season
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The League is relatively young compared to 
other’s being formed in 1922 as the Bedford-
shire County League. With new clubs keen to 
join from outside the County it was decided 
in 1929 to change the name to the South 
Midlands League. The League continued to 
consolidate and strengthen over the ensuing 
70 years or so providing quality football for 
many teams over a large area of the South 
Midlands. In 1997 it became apparent that 
the London Spartan League, which was very 
much to the South of the League’s geograph-
ical footprint, was struggling administrative-
ly and, with the full support of the Football 
Association, the decision was taken to merge 
the two competitions with the new League 
being known as the Spartan South Midlands 
League. The League now covers a wide area 
from North London in the South to Milton 
Keynes in the North and from Ware in the 
East to Aylesbury in the West.

The League is part of the FA’s National 
League System (NLS) and comprises of three 
Divisions; Premier at Step 5 of the NLS, Divi-
sion One at Step 6 and Division Two at Step 
7.

The League has a proud record of promoting 
clubs to Step 4 of the NLS and has also pro-
vided 4 FA Vase Finalists including two win-
ners in Arlesey Town and Hoddesdon Town 
FC.







Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happen-
ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the 
ethos and important messages that Play Safe 
conveys – whether to club officials, parents/carers 
and or vitally, children and young people them-
selves. Equally important is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key points 
in the football calendar to remind everyone in 
football, that children’s welfare and keeping them 
safe, should be at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see Play 
Safe appearing at various points throughout the 
season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.
























