


It’s great to have the men’s first team back with 
our friends and rivals in the South Midlands 
Spartan League after a year in exile in the Mid-
lands based United Counties League for a year.

Last season saw us haemorrhage just about 
all our players once our league move was con-
firmed. This time around not only have we 
managed to retain around 85% of our players, 
we have also added some extra quality where 
it was needed. New signings are made up of a 
blend of youth and experienced players which 

will make both of our mens side more compet-
itive in their respective divisions and mean that 
hopefully both will be in a good position to chal-
lenge for honours this season.

Putting aside our defeat to an excellent Gor-
leston FC in the FA Cup last week, both on and 
off the pitch, things are looking good and we 
opened our league campaign with a valuable 
win at Dave Kitson’s, Arlesey Town.

The landmark agreement we have in place with 
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VEO will provide backing for our women’s se-
nior sides and means that we are now able to be 
one of the very few clubs in the country apart 
from the top divisions in the women’s football 
pyramid where women do not have to pay subs 
to play.

Our partnership with VEO will also allow us to 
fund within the club the training up of up to ten 
women football coaches or referees. We have 
three in place so far but anyone already at the 
club (players, volunteers, supporters) or any 
women from our community are welcome to 
apply for the remaining seven places.

The signs are good and we already have around 
35 women signed up to play for either our Red 
or Blue side this season with many more also 
showing an interest.

VEO has also provided us with a camera that 
will allow us to live stream our matches on 
social media sites. We are active on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Twitch, and have 70,000 
plus followers which is more than any other 
grassroots club in the UK. A great platform for 
our partners and also for people to follow our 
news.

We are in the process of preparing a season 
ticket that will have the logo of our partners 
printed on it. We are looking at companies that 

are happy for us to promote them and in ex-
change they can give discounts to our season 
ticket holder. And also very soon replica kits and 
merchandise will be on sale at Mr Bransons in 
the centre of Biggleswade.

In addition to first team shirt sponsor, 
Winchmore Brickwork, we have new kit provid-
ers in Hola 5 who as well cutting us a very good 
deal have also donated the first team kit and 
who will produce a standardised one for every 
single team at the club. We will all look the 
same, one of my aspirations.

The tireless work of people like club secretary 
Tracey James and fixtures secretary Heather 
Rennie and volunteers like Steve, Petula, Karen, 
Del and Darren constantly working to improve 
club facilities all help to make things happen on 
a daily basis.

But we still do not have enough facilities to 
keep growing. We face a constant battle to 
achieve the balance that will give our senior and 
youth sides the best possible training condi-
tions while still ensuring that the pitch remains 
in tip top condition.

Enjoy the game and come and see us again. I’ve 
got a really good feeling about this season.
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Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 











Shefford Town & Campton Football Club (The Blue-
men) are based in the town of Shefford, Bedford-
shire. The team plays its home matches at Shefford 
Sports Club on Hitchin Road in Shefford and at 
Campton Playing Fields, Rectory Road in Campton. 
The club is competing at the 10th tier of the English 
football league system in the Spartan South Mid-
lands Football League Division One. The club also 
has a reserve side competing in Premier Division 
of the Bedfordshire County Football League and 
u23 and development teams appearing in the same 
league structure. 

Originally formed in 1910 as Shefford Town, their 
first successful period came in the 1950s: starting 
in 1949–50, the team won two South Midlands 
League championships and three Beds Senior Cups 
within five seasons. Subsequently, the club finished 
as runners-up in the Parthenon League, and won 
the United Counties League title in 1960–61. Shef-
ford would not match these achievements until the 
early 1980s, when the club was promoted from the 
South Midlands League’s second tier in 1982–83 
and won the league title a year later.

After relegation in 1990, Shefford Town folded in 
1994. The town remained without a senior football 

team until 2009, when the club was reformed. In 
2010 Shefford Town merged with near neighbours 
Campton.

The club has had success both on and off the pitch 
in recent years since its reformation, the club were 
crowned Bedfordshire County Premier Division 
Winners in 2011–12, 2017–18 and 2018–19. The 
Bedfordshire County League Britannia Cup was 
won in both 2011 & 2014, 2019 and the East Beds 
Charity Cup was won by the Reserve team in 2015. 
The Club has also finished runners up in the Big-
gleswade knock-out cup in 2015, 2016 & 2017.

At the end of 2018–19 season Shefford announced 
its intentions to seek promotion into the Spar-
tan South Midlands Football League, they duly 
wrapped up the Bedfordshire County League title 
and passed the relevant ground grading, so the 
club stepped back into the league it folded out of 
back in 1994.

Under the Stewardship of Kane Dougherty and 
James Taylor the club topped division 1 during the 
curtailed season of 20/21 and finally guided us to 
promotion via the playoffs during the 21/22 season.





A FAR FROM CLOSED SEASON by Tracey James

The term “Closed Season” is possibly one of the 
greatest misnomers in football as for hundreds 
(possibly thousands) of volunteers thoughout 
non-league football it heralds probably the busiest 
time of the year. It is the time when the big jobs get 
done and this closed season for the volunteers at 
Biggleswade United this closed season was one of 
those such times.

As the curtain came down on a very dramatic end 
of season, work started both inside and outside of 
the clubhouse and on the pitch in preparation for a 
new season.

The biggest visible change is a completley re-
vamped and refurbished bar area. Our Stevenage 
quartet of Karen, Petula, Darren and Del spent 
many hours stripping out the dated bar and re-
placing it with a brighter, modern feel with “mood 
lighting” and clean lines bringing it into the 21st 
century. 

Outside of the clubhouse, Steve has painted the 
exterior walls once again (!) but almost everyday 
he and Geoff have kept on top of the weeds and 
general maintenance around the ground. I firmly 
believe we have one of the tidiest grounds in the 
League and maintaining this is a mammoth task 
requiring long, dedicated hours.

And finally, to the pitch. What a task this has been 
this season! The extreme weather conditions have 
meant that Heather has been at the club virtually 
everyday since it was re-seeded and vertidrained in 
April. Except for two weeks in July – when Bernat 
and Ramon took over responsibility – Heather has 
tended and watered the pitch continuously. It has 
been a task from hell but when it finally rains the 
fruits of her labour will be fully appreciated.

A very big thank you to all our volunteers. Without 
them the club would not exist.





Hi everyone and welcome to the first home 
game of the 2022/23 season back in the 
Spartan South Midland Premier. For today’s 
round of hard hitting questions, I managed 
to grab an interview with our top top left 
back Cameron Hyde

Nick - How are you finding your time at Big-
gleswade United after joining us last season? 
Cam - Really really enjoying it and with the 
players coming on leaps and bounds, looking 
forward to the upcoming season 

Nick - Where did you play your football previ-
ously?
Cam - I previously played at Eynesbury and 
Kempston Rovers which helped bring me to 
where I am now, playing good football at Big-
gleswade United and enjoying it 

Nick - Have you always been a left back?
Cam - Not always. When I was younger I 
played everywhere. Centre midfield, left wing, 
right wing, number 10 but gradually as I have 
grown up I have become a left back/left wing 
back

Nick - If you had to sing an initiation song 
what would you sing?
Cam - Probably Oasis - Wonderwall

Nick - Now new for this season I have a num-
ber of questions based on what is currently 
on your phone. What was the last song you 
listened to on your phone?

Cam - The last song I listened to was probably 
Elegant & Gang by D-Block Europe

Nick - What is the most recent photo on your 
phone?
Cam - It was paint for my house 

Nick - Do you have any famous people on 
your contact list?
Cam - No I don’t
Nick - Not even Del (Digweed)
Cam - No

Nick - Do you have a pre match ritual before 
every game? 
Cam - No ritual for me. Just turn up and do my 
stuff

Nick - Favourite takeaway? 
Cam - It’s got to be chinese 

Nick - And finally what song would you like 
to hear me play before a match? A song that 
would get you in the zone, run through walls, 
etc
Cam - Anything by D-Block Europe

Thanks Cam for the interview. I will try and 
find a song by them that is suitable for family 
listening.
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The team is building up nicely. I recognise that 
we are still at a very early stage, but the founda-
tions are beginning to look quite strong. We have 
well-defined patterns and things are working out 
although because we are still in the early stages we 
accept that mistakes will be made. And this was the 
case on Saturday and it cost us two goals. But it is 
important that we we learn from them. 

Tonight we host Shefford Town & Campton who are 
undefeated. They are a recently promoted team 
with the same group of players who enjoyed the 
success and with the same manager as last year a 
the same style of play that was successful for them. 
It’s going to be a tough game, a game in which we 

hope that the temperature doesn´t affect the play-
ers as much as the extreme heat did last Saturday. 
On Saturday we travel to face London Colney who 
have always a difficult team to beat and this which 
will be another difficult test for us. We then return 
to the Cup competition with the FA Vase at home 
to Southend Manor.

Cristian Colás - Men´s Head Coach
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Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happen-
ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the 
ethos and important messages that Play Safe 
conveys – whether to club officials, parents/carers 
and or vitally, children and young people them-
selves. Equally important is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key points 
in the football calendar to remind everyone in 
football, that children’s welfare and keeping them 
safe, should be at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see Play 
Safe appearing at various points throughout the 
season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.




















