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In their first season since being formed, Biggleswade United’s women’s Red side at are just one match 
away from a place in this year’s Bedfordshire Women’s County Cup final.\

Standing in their way are old rivals Wootton Blue Cross Lionesses who beat us by the odd goal in five 
when we met them at their home ground in the corresponding league game earlier this season.
Victory this time around will earn us a place in the final where we will meet either Bedford Ladies or 
Luton Town Ladies.

The progress of our Red side is a justification of our long term plans at the club to place women’s foot-
ball on the same footing, and accorded the same respect, as that enjoyed by the men’s section.

Our immediate plans were to have two senior women’s sides (the Reds and the Blues). The Blues play in 
Step Eight and that is where most of the younger women that join our club will play unless they show 
themselves to be of a standard that merits selection for our Step 6 women’s Red side.

In reality this oversimplifies a situation that gives us fluidity and sees a great deal of exchange of players 
between the two sides whenever needed or as part of an overall strategy and which calls for an enor-
mous amount of consultation and co-operation from coaches and players alike.

What is certain is that it is not normal practise to look on the women’s section as one entity rather than 
two separate sides but then we never said we were in favour of going down the conventional road all 
the time.

Most importantly what we are now striving for is a fairer, more equitable system beginning with ad-
dressing the injustice that occurs throughout women’s football that deems it acceptable that women 
should pay to play while the men who play at the same standard should not.

If we are to be taken seriously in our continual banging of the drum for equality between the men’s and 
women’s games, if we went to be remembered, not for what we say but rather for what we do, then we 
need to address this iniquitous, antiquated, archaic unfairness sooner rather than later.

Which is why we are now edging ever closer to a sponsorship deal which we hope to announce soon and 
that will allow us to put our plans into action.

We still have a lot to do but we have already established ourselves as one of the strong women’s foot-
ball outfits in Bedfordshire and we are now looking to grow in all age groups.

Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 















Arlesey Town Football Club celebrated their cen-
tenary in 1991, having been formed by a group of 
local people before the turn of the last century. 
Before the Second World War, Soccer was played 
on a localised basis, and in common with many 
clubs in the area, Arlesey competed in the flour-
ishing Biggleswade & District League and entered 
the Biggleswade Knock-out Cup. 

During the 1920’s, the club joined the Bedford-
shire County League - which was later to become 
the South Midlands League. Arlesey originally 
played at ‘The Bury’ before moving to their for-
mer home, ‘Lamb Meadow.’ The ground took its 
name from ‘The Lamb,’ a former Public House sit-
uated near the site which, for many years acted as 
the club’s headquarters and changing rooms. The 
birth of the modern era is owed to the foresight of 
officials of the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. They 
purchased the premises and became landlords for 
the princely sum of just £500 in 1948. Four years 
later, in 1952, an adjoining area was bought and 
this is where the clubhouse used to stand. The 
story goes that two Committee members missed 
their train to Kings Cross and with time to kill, 
saw a notice in a local Estate Agent’s window for 
a forthcoming auction of the land. They returned 
the following week and purchased the said land 
for the clubhouse. The area lay unused for a 
number of years until the arrival of ‘Biggs Wall’ 
who negotiated with the club to build temporary 
offices and canteen facilities - which the Football 
Club then bought back, turning them into what 
was then, the clubhouse. The first competitive 
match under floodlights was played in January 
1981 against the now defunct ‘Pirton FC’ and 
two months later the Blues played host to Luton 
Town for the official opening in front of over 1,000 
spectators. 

Playing fortunes have fluctuated since the war 
and season 1950-51 saw the Blues finish as run-
ners-up to Bletchley Town in the S.M.L. Premier 
Division. The following season the 1st XI lifted the 
championship crown and the second string were 
crowned S.M.L. Division Two champions with the 
Youth team winning three trophies. The 1952-53 
season began North Beds Charity Cup final win 
over Biggleswade Town (the match was held over 
from the previous season), and ended with a sec-
ond successive championship win, Arlesey amass-
ing S.M.L. record 52 points.

 In February 1954, the developing Arlesey Town 
Colts, local players, reached the 4th round of the 
F.A. Youth Cup and were drawn away to Ports-
mouth. The 1950’s had seen the Blues compete in 
the South Midlands and Parthenon Leagues. Sea-
son 1968-69 saw one of Arlesey’s favourite sons 
in charge of team affairs; Roland Legate, (who 
played football professionally for Luton Town) 
took the helm as player-manager and during his 
four-year spell, he took the Blues to a league run-
ners-up spot. The start of the 1975-76 season saw 
Legate return as manager and the trophies came 
with him, 3 Hinchingbrooke Cup successes, one 
Beds Senior Cup, the Biggleswade K.O Cup twice 
and the South Midlands League Challenge Tro-
phy once. Supporting the Executive Committee’s 
wish to cross the pyramid to the United Counties 
League. With two indifferent terms in the U.C.L., 
Arlesey lifted the Premier Division crown in sea-
son 1984-85.

 During the late 1980’s the Blues won the United 
Counties League, Premier Division Cup and a 
Beds Premier Cup final appearance against Luton 
Town. During the 1991 centenary year in the blues 
lifted the South Midlands Floodlight Cup with a 



fine victory over fellow U.C.L. side Irthlingbor-
ough Diamonds, who went on to become Rush-
den & Diamonds in the football league.
 With the rising cost of UCL travel and the at-
traction of more ‘local derbies’ in 1991-92 it 
was decided to resign from the United Counties 
League and cross to the familiar surroundings of 
the South Midlands League. A successful first year 
campaign saw the Blues finish in third place and 
in their second season finished sixth in the league 
and lifted the Premier Division Cup. The club also 
gained national recognition following a marvel-
lous run in the FA Vase to the quarterfinals, with 
victories Flackwell Heath 2-0, Ware 1-0, Haverhill 
Rovers 2-1, Eastwood Hanley 2-1, Falmouth Town 
5-3, and Oadby Town 2-1. In the quarterfinal the 
blues faced old U.C.L. foes Boston in a thrilling 
game and lost out to an injury time winner.
 With changes to support and playing staff for 
1994/5 the results exceeded expectations. The 
South Midlands League championship was won 
with a record 107 points, but even this memorable 
feat was eclipsed when Arlesey Town defeated 
Oxford City at Wembley Stadium in front of over 
13,000 spectators to lift the F.A. Carlsberg Chal-
lenge Vase on May 13, 1995.

 On their way to the greatest day in the club’s 
history, the Blues had beaten Hoddesdon 2-0, 
a vengeful 2-1 victory at Boston, a 2-0 win at 
Barnstaple, a 1-0 home win over the holders Diss 
Town and a 3-0 quarter-final demolition of Cam-
mel Laird before facing U.C.L. side Raunds Town 
in a two-legged semi-final. The first leg, played 
at Raunds, saw Arlesey beaten out of sight by 
a score of 3-0 and very few pundits gave them 
much chance of overturning the deficit in the re-
turn match the following week at Lamb Meadow. 
Three nil at 90 minutes and 5-0 after extra-time, 
including a penalty save by Arlesey ‘keeper Steve 
Young meant that the Blues were off to grace the 
most hallowed of turf!

Arlesey Town’s Wembley side that day were:- S. 
Young, N. Cardines, G. Bambrick, P. Palma, C. 
Hull, P. Gonsalves, S. Gyalog, G. Cox, N. Kane, 
R. O’Keefe and G. Marshall. Subs: A. Ward & T. 
Nicholls. 

The Vase travelled home to Bedfordshire for the 
first time.

In 1995/5 season saw the Blues crash out of the 

Vase at the first hurdle but the South Midlands 
League Championship Crown was retained. The 
season culminated in three Cup finals for the 
club; the 1st XI were runners-up to Ely City in the 
Hinchingbrooke Cup, the Under 16 Youth side 
were beaten East Anglian Youth Cup finalists 
while Peter Milton’s Reserve side lifted the S.M.L. 
Reserve Challenge Trophy. After finishing in third 
place the 1996/7 campaign ended with the Blues 
relinquishing the S.M.L. title. However the Lamb 
Meadow trophy cabinet remained in a healthy 
position as they lifted the Beds Senior Cup (the 
first time since 1979) and also lifted the Hinch-
ingbrooke Cup (last won in 1982). May 1997 saw 
Robbie O’Keefe tender his resignation, moving on 
to a higher grade of football with Baldock Town. 
In just three seasons Arlesey Town had achieved 
national recognition with F.A. Vase success and 
two league championships, a County Senior Cup 
victory and a Hinchingbrooke Cup triumph.

For season 1997-98 team were unable to keep 
pace and their championship aspirations soon 
evaporated. An FA Vase 3rd round exit occurred in 
Cornwall’s Porthleven in December and the Blues’ 
last chance of picking up any silverware disap-
peared at the hands of arch rivals Stotfold who 
loosened Arlesey’s grip on the Hinchingbrooke 
Cup with a 2-0 semi-final victory. After a lengthy 
campaign the club finally received planning 
permission for a new ground just a few hundred 
yards along Hitchin Road. After a development 
project the club moved in on April 30th, 1999 and 
are now able to boast some of the finest facil-
ities in the area with a purpose built Members 
Bar, multi-purpose Function & Conference Suite, 
all-seater stand and training pitch. 

During the 1998/99 close season, Arlesey Town 
appointed Gary Pilsworth as manager however, 
things didn’t work out and after 16 matches with 
the club rooted at the bottom of the league table, 
the management team replaced him with  Nicky 
Ironton who had gained a wealth of experience 
having been at QPR, Barnet, Maidstone, Enfield, 
Barking and Baldock Town. Nicky was a former 
England semi-professional international. Nicky 
brought as his assistant former team-mate Billy 
Harrigan and together with Russell Ball, their 
objective was to avoid relegation and build a side 
capable of attaining promotion to the Ryman 
Isthmian League the following season. The Blues 
ended the season without silverware however, 



but a fantastic run from the end of January sig-
nalled the club’s intents. Manager Nicky Ironton 
had built a side more than capable of attaining 
Arlesey’s aim of playing a higher grade of football 
and the Blues looked forward to season 1999-
2000 with optimism.

The first season at the new Hitchin Road ground 
began with nine straight Spartan South Midlands 
League Premier Division victories as Ironton’s 
men stormed to the top of the table. A mid 
season blip in form threatened the side’s hard 
work but having secured the services of coach 
Alan Dawson, the Blues went from strength to 
strength and went on to lift their fifth South 
Midlands League Championship. A run in of eight 
consecutive victories culminated in a 2-0 triumph 
at Milton Keynes City on Thursday 4th May meant 
the Blues secured the championship. With their 
ground grading ‘Arlesey Town were promoted 
to the Ryman Isthmian League Division Three. 
The sale of Dave Kitson to Nationwide Football 
League Club Cambridge United halfway through 
the season, did little to upset their cause indeed, 
the signing of ex Stevenage Boro’ striker Neil 
Trebble boosted their season. A prolific striker, 
Trebble netted an amazing 18 goals from 17 starts 
and one wonders just how many he would have 
scored had he been with the Blues at the start of 
the season. 

A magnificent first season in the Ryman League, 
saw the club lose just two league matches (one 
at home and one away) as they raced away to 
win the Third Division Championship scoring an 
Isthmian League record of 138 goals and the Blues 
also gained the record of being the first club to 
attain a 100 + goal difference in the league’s 96 
year history.

 During 2002 season Chairman Bryan Ellis fulfilled 
his promise to elevate the club to another level 
following a successful application to the ‘Football 
Stadia Improvement Fund.’ A six-figure grant en-
abled the club to meet the league’s ground-grad-
ing criteria that gave the Blues a new covered 
stand for 600 spectators, a new open terrace and 
two new turnstiles. On the pitch, Arlesey boss 
Nicky Ironton led his side to the last 16 of the FA 
Carlsberg Vase, secured a highly creditable final 
Division Two fourth place and lifted the Beds Pre-
mier Cup for the first time since 1984. 

The 2002/2003 season was a consolidation for 
the rapid successes of the previous years and 
the highlight was an extended run in the FA Cup 
winning 4 away matches in reaching the fourth 
qualifying round.  The reward was yet another 
away fixture, this time at Nationwide Conference 
club, Hereford United. Arlesey Town represented 
the Ryman League Division One north and after 
going behind to a sixth minute ‘soft’ goal, they 
more than matched their opponents in all de-
partments, even having a goal disallowed.  It was 
such a gallant performance that at the end of the 
tie, the relieved Hereford fans gave their guests a 
standing ovation. At the end of the 2002/3 Ar-
lesey’s Hitchin Road ground hosted two EUFA La-
dies qualifying fixtures including England versus 
Spain.  It was seen as a just reward for all the hard 
work that had been done at the Club by many of 
its members in recent years.

Season 2003/2004 saw Arlesey Town yet again in 
the national limelight following a fantastic run to 
the last 16 of the FA Trophy defeating on the way, 
both after away draws ‘Hayes FC’ from the Ryman 
Premier Division and ‘Dagenham & Redbridge FC’ 
from the Nationwide Conference league. This re-
sulted in an away game with ‘Exeter City FC’ who 
had just been relegated from the football league. 
Although losing the game the blues gained 
respect with an outstanding performance. The 
season ended with Arlesey Town failing to gain 
promotion to the new premier structure on goal 
difference but small consolation was gained when 
the Blues lifted the ‘Bedfordshire Senior Cup’ after 
defeating fellow Ryman League club outfit Leigh-
ton Town at Hitchin Road in May.

In season (2004/05) Arlesey Town played in the 
Southern League Division One East and after the 
successful six-year reign of Nick Ironton it was a 
consolidation period. Because of the club’s suc-
cess, visibility and recognition most of the players 
moved to play in the ‘Conference League’ and 
premier league. After an indifferent start to the 
season Nicky Ironton decided to hand over the 
manager’s position to Jon Taylor, whom he had 
dealings with in the past. Jon imported a new 
team of players during November with the single 
objective of maintaining the club’s status within 
the Southern League Division 1. This was achieved 
with a mid-table position and during that close 
season Jon added more players with a wealth of 
football league and senior club experience. 



The season (2005/06) Arlesey Town again played 
in the Southern League Division One East with 
Jon Taylor and Scot Houghton in charge. With 
an exciting start 9 wins out of 10 culminating in 
destroying Boreham Wood’s unbeaten run 3 – 0 
at their home fortress. In both the FA Cup and 
Trophy there were unfortunate fixtures at Premier 
Clubs, Heybridge Swifts (1 – 0) and Leyton (90th 
minute goal) ending our cup interests. Arlesey 
Town had a mixture of excellent and mediocre 
results and achieved a mid-table position. 

The 2006/2007 seasons saw Arlesey Town revert-
ing to the Ryman Isthmian Football league along 
with many of last season’s opponents also being 
reassigned. Again during the close season Jon 
Taylor had added players with a wealth of football 
league and senior club experience for the next 
season’s campaign we were looking to climb the 
non-league structure.

Darren Hay took on the team management 
during the early stages of 2006/2007 season, 
when Jon left for personal reasons, with Mike 
Brooks as the assistant manager and coach and 
they put together a very young and eager team 
for the coming 2007 campaign. This included both 
experienced senior players supporting by young 
players who broke into the first team towards 
then end of the previous season. During the sea-
son there were several disruptions and there were 
three chairmen and three managers in succession 
which disrupted the development of the team be-
cause of the club management changes. Arlesey 
Town finished in the bottom half of the Ryman 
league with Matt Corbould as the manager and a 
very young side.

 Season 2008/2009 saw Arlesey Town reverting to 
the BGB Southern League with the consequence 
of substantial extra travelling miles and additional 
costs. Because of the league restructure Matt had 
to put together a totally different team compris-
ing of a number of young players.

As a result of Arlesey Town successful cup runs 
there were three players who were playing pro-
fessional football for the 2008 season with Dave 
Kitson, was is a main A.T.F.C. sponsor, and who 
moved from Reading to newly promoted Stoke 
City to remain in the Premiership, Craig Mach-
ail-Smith and Shane Blackett were with newly 
promoted Peterborough United. This is a record 

to be proud of for a small club like Arlesey.
Season 2008/2009 saw Arlesey Town escape rele-
gation by the skin of their teeth. No honours were 
forthcoming in the season. But the Club were 
hoping season 2009/2010 would be more fruitful, 
which it so proved.

 With a complete new management structure in 
place and a new Management team, of: Gary King 
Director of Football, Lee Cowley Manager, Zema 
Abbey Assistant Manager, and Darren Staniforth 
as Coach, Arlesey played the season with renewed 
style and passion, finishing the season in 9th place 
in the League and getting through to the first 
round proper of the F.A. Trophy and lifting the 
Beds Senior Cup in the last game of the season.
Season 2010-11 saw them staying in the Zamaret-
to Southern League in the new “Central Division” 
and saw them  looking forward with a lot more 
hope and even more  optimism, with the whole 
team showing great experience and growing in 
strength and confidence on and off the field  all of 
the time.

The season in which Arlesey were in the top 
echelons all season finished in dramatic stile as 
they won 10 games on the bounce, had 9 points 
deducted on the day they thought they had won 
the league away at Hayes and then beat long 
term arch rivals and near neighbours Hitchin Town 
on Hitchin’s own ground on their last game of the 
season to be finally crowned League Champions. 
This was followed soon after by beating Big-
gleswade Town to retain the Beds Senior Cup at 
Luton Towns Kenilworth Road ground to give 
Arlesey a League and Cup Double and see them 
promoted to the new Evo-Stick Southern League 
Premier Division, a truly tremendous season.
 The season was topped of in early August of this 
year as Arlesey beat neighbours Luton Town in 
the Beds Premier Cup to make a quite unique 
“treble” for the side.

The first season in the Premier League was seen 
as a settling in period targeting staying up and 
a good cup run, both of these ambitions were 
achieved with the club reaching the F.A. Cup 1st 
round proper for the first time in their history.
The second season again saw a good FA Cup run 
that went again to the 1st round proper before it 
ended at the Ricoh Stadium against Coventry City. 
The season finished on a knife edge as Arlesey 
missed out on the play off spot of the Premier Div 



by just a single point. Although promotion was 
narrowly missed the Red Insure League Cup was 
won in a 2 legged final v Frome to bring home yet 
another impressive piece of Silverware.

The squad like all good squads was rebuilt again 
through the summer and we looked forward to 
another successful season.

But as the Abbeys left to take up management 
elsewhere we had a change of Management and 
in November 2013 Rufus Brevett arrived to take 
the club forward. Although his 1st season was 
“steady” a very difficult season in 2014-15 saw 
several changes of management as results failed 
to materialise a Rufus gave way after Christmas to 
ex manager Nick Ironton but again this failed to 
halt the slide and he in turn gave way during the 
season as Zema Abbey came back with brother 
Nathan as joint managers, Although this led to an 
improvement in playing style but they were un-
able to prevent relegation in the end back to the 
Central Division. The new season saw us struggle 
to get to grips with the style of the new division 
and early form showed us propping up the divi-
sion but a second half resurgence saw us push up 
the division to finish in a mid-table position. Last 
season saw us with most of last season’s players 
returning to try to prove their point that they 
somewhat under achieved in the previous season.
Season 2017-18 proved a very difficult year with 
a season plagued by injuries and problems and 
indeed a terrible record of no league wins at home 
all season saw us unfortunately get relegated 
from the Southern league.

This now presents a new challenge in the South 
Midlands league for this year and to that end a 
new management team of Matt Endersby and 
James Hatch were appointed during the close 
season and they have rebuilt the team and gath-
ered together a whole new coaching staff. We 
look forward to the new season with a degree of 
confidence that was perhaps missing in the previ-
ous season. 

The new League started well with a good start 
although a cup run eluded us and things went 
reasonably well until the Christmas period when a 
series of injuries knocked results but things were 
slowly rebuilt leaving us an 8th place finish that 
left a feeling of under achievement that led again 
to a rebuild.

A change in management as Matt Endersby left 
the club at the beginning of October the club ap-
pointed Chico Ramos in November to try to push 
the club forward again. His reign has been blight-
ed by the Covid pandemic with two uncompleted 
seasons although some progress seems to be 
happening on the pitch. Also off the pitch much 
change is happening with a complete refurbish-
ment of the clubhouse and dressing rooms. Also 
a change off the pitch saw ex player Dave Kitson 
come back to the club he started at as Chairman.
Although progress was made a further change in 
management came in December 2021 as Martin 
Standen was appointed to take charge of the 
team.

Acknowledgements to Tony Smith, Malcolm Skill-
ings, Ken Gear, Pete Brennan, David Braybrook & 
Chris Sterry.







Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happening 
again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the ethos 
and important messages that Play Safe conveys 
– whether to club officials, parents/carers and or 
vitally, children and young people themselves. 
Equally important is that Play Safe is not a one-off 
campaign – it will be used at key points in the foot-
ball calendar to remind everyone in football, that 
children’s welfare and keeping them safe, should be 
at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see 
PlaySafe appearing at various points throughout 
the season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.















Recycling lives is a recycling company with a difference Grown 
around our belief in social sustainability, Recycling Lives leads 
the charge in the next wave of circular economy business models 
where social sustainability and the environment sit at the heart of 
our purpose, along with excellent service and competitive offer-
ings. We believe in doing good to do good business.
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Chairman - Guillem Balague

Secretary - Tracey James

Treasurer - Brent Wilks

Head of Media - Arya Yuyutsu

Head of Youth - Dan Watkins

Physiotherapy - Bernat Puig-Valls

Fundraising and Commercial - William Glasswell

Club Welfare Officers - Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James

Board Members - Guillem Balague, William Glasswell, Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James, Gia-
como Mallamaci, Dan Watkins

Fixtures Secretary - Heather Rennie

Men’s first team Head Coach – Cristian Colás Becerra

Men’s First Team Assistants - Bernat Puig-Valls, Del Digweed, Tom Ash

Under 23 Coaches - Charlie Sheppard, Martin Russell, Darren Hunt

Women’s Technical Secretary – Giacomo Mallamaci

Women’s Coaches - Luke Molloy, Ash Pead, Dean Foster, Simon Brown, Brad Jones, Chris Lathey

Media Team - Pete Lockyer, Aritra Bose, Leon Waite, Josh Roberts-Law, Ryan Madden, Elle Thorne, 
Patricia González Muñiz, Michael Grimes, Arya Yuyutsu, Nick Witcombe, Josh Russell

Match Day Announcer – Nick Witcombe

Club Photographers - Tia Thorne, Cosmin Iftode, Matt Burling, Patricia González Muñiz

Hospitality Team - Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James, Heather Rennie, Del Digweed, Darren 
Hunt

Grounds and Facilities Team - Tracey James, Heather Rennie, Sam Humphreys, Geoff Hancock, Bob 
Miles, David Careless, Peter Dean

Keech Hospice relations – Lou Grocott

COVID19 Officer - Tracey James






