After the most troublesome and turbulent season that, at one point, saw us lose our entire first team
squad and win just three out of our 27 league games, we now find ourselves just one match away from a
place in this season’s Bedfordshire Senior Cup final.
Tuesday night’s last gasp 3-2 win against Arlesey Town was no less than a tribute to all those people that
have stuck with us through thick and thin during the most difficult of times here at Biggleswade United
If we can now make it through to a final it will be no more than the players, directors, supporters, sponsors deserve after the most testing campaign in in the club’s history.
It will also be a fitting tribute to that indefatigable bunch of volunteers at the club whose efforts ensure
than we continue on a daily basis
Unfortunately Champions League work commitments meant I was unable to be there and had to watch
the game in Madrid on YouTube on live stream from our Keech Hospice Care Stadium, although I was at
least able to watch it in distinguished company.
Former Manchester United and Denmark legend, the goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel watched the whole
game with me and it’s fair to say this is a man that knows more than most about what it is to play in
finals.
After the match he told me that,”now you can begin to smell the hot-dogs,” a phrase that was apparently used by the Manchester United players as they got ever closer to a final because whenever they
visited Wembley all you could smell as you approached the ground was the hot dogs being dished up
outside the stadium.
We will now face AFC Dunstable or Biggleswade FC in what will certainly be a tough, hard fought semi
final.
But as morale boosting as our cup victory undoubtedly is, for the time being it needs to be placed on
the back burner as we concentrate all our efforts and enthusiasm fighting our way out of the relegation
places.
What is certain is that if we show the same fighting spirit that we displayed when we came back to win
after going down to ten men after Kye Andrews was sent off and then conceding an equaliser immediately afterwards, then I’m more than confident we will be able to find enough courage and resilience to
take us to survival.

Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com
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Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us competing in Division Three of the North Herts. League
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the
club made the step up to South Midlands League
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year
association with the SML the club began to struggle and after three years of finishing in the bottom three of Division One we sought fresh fields.
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club continued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to
return to local League football, joining the Bedford and District Football League and began to
build again.

the club’s history - winning five major honours;
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford
and District League Championship, League Cup
Championship and as the League’s representatives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup.
Having won every major Bedford League honour
the club felt it was time to move on and made
the decision to make the step up once again
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an
exceptionally successful first season we celebrated a Division One “double” by winning the
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup,
only the second club in the competition’s history to achieve this feat. To crown our success the
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement
Trophy in July 1997.

The appointment of Brian Swords as first team
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years
the club achieved a tremendous amount of success on and off the football pitch. Our record of
League and Cup honours speak for themselves
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on
behind the scenes to match the on-field success.
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire
area. The success of the club has also attracted
many new players as well as commanding a great
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford
and District League to County Senior Club status
in just 15 years.

In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior
status. This was achieved not only through the
endeavours of the players on the field but ultimately as a result of an extremely hard working
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade
Town Council a new stand was erected and perimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later
the club erected floodlights and on the evening
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bedfordshire Premier Cup.

The 1995/96 season was the most successful in

The next eleven years saw the first team led by
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his management the club continued to enjoy a very high level
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands

League Premier Division and with it the opportunity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup successes came in the form of the Hunts Premeir
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML
Special Achievement Award once again. The end
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as manager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club
embark on further ambitious ground improvements. With financial backing from Biggleswade
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first
team managers the next six years saw a regular
turnover of first team and reserve team managers
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all
taking over the first team reins for a time.
At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appointed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team
managers both of whom had enjoyed success
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and
responded to by the players and under their stewardship we achieved the highest Premier Division
position in nine years and first silverware in seven
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the
first time in the club’s history.
In November 2014 the club took a further positive
step to realise our ambitions with the appointment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guillem was quick to act and recruited a new Head
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was assisted by former professional player, Stuart Bimson, and under their guidance the team finished
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having
built a strong reputation for their outstanding
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guillem was again in search for a high quality coach
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resignation in October 2018 having been offered a “hard
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the
setback the first team went on to record their
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the
Premier Division.
In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a
highly commendable third position in the Premier
Division and under the management of Chris Devane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promotion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus.
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tishnan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the
club were able to call upon the services of former
Head Coach Cristian Colas Cristian took the club
to its highest ever position in the club’s history
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful.
A double whammy came when the club were
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United
Counties League. After ten years of steady progress at Step 5 the club now face a challenging
period that will require steadfastness and perserverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relatively few years but we could not have done it without
the help of a very supportive Town and District
Council who clearly understand the benefits of
having a community based club in Biggleswade.
Our success is also very much down to a very
hard working committee who throughout the
year - not just the football season - continue to
volunteer their time and commitment to the club,
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of enjoyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade
community.

Biggleswade United is lending its full support to
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in
football.
Play Safe is being run in partnership with the
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also supported and being run across every other level of
the game.
The main element of Play Safe is a series of short
films which emphasise the importance of clubs
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers
and children themselves know what to do if they
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters
more than making sure football is safe for everyone, especially children and young people. You
can see these films on our club website and we’ve
also broadcast them on our social media channels.
“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messaging,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I
am also pleased that the campaign has the support of the former footballers with lived experience of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to
us and so many others in football, from happening
again.
“As a group of survivors, we fully support the ethos
and important messages that Play Safe conveys
– whether to club officials, parents/carers and or
vitally, children and young people themselves.
Equally important is that Play Safe is not a one-off
campaign – it will be used at key points in the football calendar to remind everyone in football, that
children’s welfare and keeping them safe, should be
at the heart of all that we do.”
As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see
PlaySafe appearing at various points throughout
the season to keep safeguarding front of mind in
football. Together, we want to do everything we
can so everyone – particularly children and young
people – has a consistently positive experience of
our great game.
Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s contact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com
or telephone 07714 661827.

Chairman - Guillem Balague
Secretary - Tracey James
Treasurer - Brent Wilks
Head of Media - Arya Yuyutsu
Head of Youth - Dan Watkins
Physiotherapy - Bernat Puig-Valls
Fundraising and Commercial - William Glasswell
Club Welfare Officers - Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James
Board Members - Guillem Balague, William Glasswell, Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James, Giacomo Mallamaci, Dan Watkins
Fixtures Secretary - Heather Rennie
Men’s first team Head Coach – Cristian Colás Becerra
Men’s First Team Assistants - Bernat Puig-Valls, Del Digweed, Tom Ash
Under 23 Coaches - Charlie Sheppard, Martin Russell, Darren Hunt
Women’s Technical Secretary – Giacomo Mallamaci
Women’s Coaches - Luke Molloy, Ash Pead, Dean Foster, Simon Brown, Brad Jones, Chris Lathey
Media Team - Pete Lockyer, Aritra Bose, Leon Waite, Josh Roberts-Law, Ryan Madden, Elle Thorne,
Patricia González Muñiz, Michael Grimes, Arya Yuyutsu, Nick Witcombe, Josh Russell
Match Day Announcer – Nick Witcombe
Club Photographers - Tia Thorne, Cosmin Iftode, Matt Burling, Patricia González Muñiz
Hospitality Team - Karen Digweed, Petula Hunt, Tracey James, Heather Rennie, Del Digweed, Darren
Hunt
Grounds and Facilities Team - Tracey James, Heather Rennie, Sam Humphreys, Geoff Hancock, Bob
Miles, David Careless, Peter Dean
Keech Hospice relations – Lou Grocott
COVID19 Officer - Tracey James
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Cristian Colás - Men’s Head Coach
Everyone deserved Tuesday’s win, the supporters, the players, backroom staff...it was the change of luck
that we needed. I’m very happy for each of the players because they’ve been working so hard and we just
need to now keep this momentum. Tuesday’s performance proved to them that they can make it and we
will carry on working towards our goal.

Luke Molloy – Women’s Coach
The reds have only had 3 games since the new
year begun. It has had an effect on our performances to date especially against Leigh ramblers
in the cup. We all felt very disappointed after that
game as we didn’t perform to the standards we
have set ourselves. We have to try and put that
performance along with the result behind us as we
now have the biggest game of the season coming
up vs Wootton Blue cross in the county cup semi’s.
Unfortunately, our top goal scorer Tayla is out
with a long term injury which is a huge miss for
the reds. If I’ve learnt anything about the reds so
far they don’t give up without a fight and they will
give everything they have to get the job done in
order to reach the final.
Blues have been very unlucky as of late by not getting the results they have truly deserved. Last time
as a prime example, they totally dominated the
game but a bit of bad luck struck and they came
away with no points. It is only a matter of time
before the results turn our way. The performances
are there now and in time the results will come.

Recycling lives is a recycling company with a difference Grown
around our belief in social sustainability, Recycling Lives leads
the charge in the next wave of circular economy business models
where social sustainability and the environment sit at the heart of
our purpose, along with excellent service and competitive offerings. We believe in doing good to do good business.

The exact year of formation is unsure but it is believed to be either 1937 or 1939 under the guise of
Oadby Imperial. The club did not have to wait long for their first honours winning the “City Medals”
competition in the 1939–40 season. Around 1943 the club merged with a local junior side to become
Oadby United, two years later in 1949 they reverted to original name of Oadby Imperial which coincided
being accepted into the Leicestershire Senior League Division 2 for the 1949–50 season. The first season
saw the club finish in 11th place out of 16. In 1951 Oadby Imperial changed their name to become Oadby
Town FC.
In the same year they won the Leicestershire Senior League Division Two Championship and were
promoted to Division One (later Division One became the Premier League and Division Two became
Division OThe 1956–57 season saw the club finish as runners-up in the Leicestershire Senior League to
Leicester City ‘A’ and also were runners-up to Whitwick Colliery in the Coalville Charity Cup.
It wasn’t until 1963 that the club won its first major honours winning the Leicestershire Senior Cup for
the first time beating Newfoundpool WMC in the final. The following season saw three pieces of silverware collected. As well as retaining their Leicestershire Senior Cup crown, Oadby also were Leicestershire Senior League champions for the first time and won the Coalville Charity Cup for a second time.
It was to be a further four years (1967–68) for Oadby to regain the Senior League crown and for good
measure they retained their Senior League title the following year and also added the Leicestershire
Challenge and Rolleston Charity Cups. A fourth Senior League crown was achieved in the 1972–73
season. This was to be the last league title for over twenty years as it was not until the 1994–95 season
that they regained the title. Titles six, seven and eight came in three consecutive years between 1997
and 1999, the latter resulting in promotion to the Midland Football Alliance Oadby Town have won the
Leicestershire Senior League eight times and been runners-up seven times.
In the 1999–2000 season they joined the Midland Football Alliance, and in their first season in this
league they were crowned champions. In the 2002–03 season Oadby Town were FA Vase semi-finalists,
losing out to Brigg Town 3–1 on aggregate. The 2004–05 season saw the club win their first Leicestershire Challenge Cup crown for over 30 years and 3rd in total, beating fellow Midland Alliance side
Barwell 2–1 at the Walkers Stadium in Leicester. The 2006–07 season saw Oadby enter the Rolleston
Charity Cup for the first time in nine years and winning the competition for a ninth time beating Barwell 2–1 in the final at Holmes Park. The following season saw Oadby retain the Rolleston Charity Cup
beating favourites Hinckley United 4–1 in the final. On top of that they won the Leicestershire Challenge
Cup for the fourth time beating Friar Lane & Epworth 3–0 at the Walkers Stadium. In 2010–11 Oadby
Town finished 22nd in the Midland Football Alliance and were relegated to the East Midlands Counties
League.
Lee Harriman, former Coalville Town chief, was appointed manager for the 2011–12 season. Oadby
managed a successful season with a decent run in the FA Vase, being the only team from below Step 5
to reach the 5th Round, losing to Staveley Miners Welfare.
Oadby Town moved across to the United Counties League Division One (Step 6) for the 2012–13 season.
Turbulent times followed over a few seasons with various management changes and inevitable financial
pressures forcing the committee to regrettably resign the club from the United Counties League towards the end of last season due to unsustainable financial pressures. The club was fortunately reinstated without hesitation or fear of further stresses and strains by a fresh consortium with some existing
staff and players.
A fresh new management team and board stepped in who are all enthusiastic and committed to help
sustain the clubs 80-year history and add strength, stability and who knows maybe some success.

Nick - Favourite tv programme?
Kye - Game of Thrones or Vikings
Nick - Do you have a pre match ritual?
Kye - Need to visit the toilet twice before kick
off and I always put my left sock/shin pad &
boot first.

Nick - How are you finding life at Biggleswade
United?
Kye - Honestly the most genuine, caring people
I’ve ever met outside of my friends and family
and although things are really tough, I wouldn’t
want to be on this journey with any other people.
Nick - Where did you play your football previously?
Kye - I previously played at Eynesbury before
joining you guys in November.
Nick - Do you have a nickname?
Kye - Nope my names short as it is lol
Nick - If you had to sing an initiation song
what would you sing?
Kye - Tom Grennan - something in the water
Nick - Tell me an interesting fact about yourself?
Kye - I had a 12 week trial for Arsenal and I use
to play in Cyprus for Olympiakos Nicosia
Nick - Favourite holiday destination?
Kye - That’s a hard question either Jamaica or
Lake Como in Italy
Nick - What makes you most angry?
Kye - This question doesn’t reflect well on me
due to 3 red cards in the last 3 months, however
I’d have to say not starting in a match lol

Nick - Who should I interview next…..
Kye - Mason Watkins
Thanks Kye for the interview and I hope you
stop collecting reds
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Hi everyone, for today’s round of hard hitting
questions, I managed to grab an interview with
our midfield maestro who likes a bit of Nandos,
Kye Andrews.

Nick - Favourite takeaway?
Kye - Has to be a Nandos - can’t beat 10 hot
wings with peri peri chips
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