


On Saturday December 3 in the Doha Khalifa 
International Stadium, Al Rayyan in Qatar the 
Winners of Group A (Qatar, Ecuador, Senegal or 
Netherlands) take on the Runners-up of Group 
B (England, Iran, USA or Wales) in the first of 
the last 16 knock out games of the World Cup.

I won’t be there.

I will instead have temporarily left the desert 
and be at the Keech Hospice Care Stadium to 
watch my beloved Biggleswade United’s take 

on Lakenheath FC in the third round of this sea-
son’s FA Vase before returning to Qatar for the 
rest of the tournament.

Last Saturday’s convincing 3-0 win over London 
Lions puts us at this stage of the competition 
for the first time in our history and we are all 
enjoying the run too much to want it to end any 
time soon.

Missing this game was never an option.
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We are now just five rounds/six matches - the 
semi-final is a two legged affair - from a place 
in a showpiece Wembley final on May 21 
next year. Someone’s got to get there ; why 
shouldn’t it be us?

Whether we make it all the way remains to be 
seen. What is certain is that we will enjoy the 
ride for as long as we can.

The money we are earning for passing each 
round while not life-changing is nonetheless 
very welcome indeed. Our victories in the four 
rounds of the competition that we have nego-
tiated so far have brought £3000 into the club 
and a win against Lakenheath would add a 
further £1125 to our coffers.

The prize money obviously rises with every 
round and in addition to the money earned on 
the journey, the winners of the final will earn a 
further £30,000 with £15,000 going to the run-
ners up getting.

But important as money is to help Biggleswade 
United to function on a daily basis it is a long 
way from being our main motivation for want-
ing to remain in this most wonderful of football 
competitions for as long as possible.

Our dream has always been to build a club in, 
and for, our community and there is nothing we 
would like more than to increase the number of 
fans roaring us on towards Wembley.

And if up until now you haven’t decided to 
follow your local community club now is the 
perfect opportunity to get a taste of grassroots 
football because there are some out there that 
claim - erroneously - that club football has now 
stopped and all eyes are on the upcoming World 
Cup.

The truth of course is that while football and 
the top levels across the world may well have 
paused , the grassroots game all over the land 
is still very much alive and kicking including 
our men’s first team who this Saturday will be 
looking to extending their unbeaten run to nine 

games when they welcome London Colney to 
the Keech Hospice care Stadium tomorrow (Sat 
ko 3pm) before visiting Shefford Town & Camp-
ton on Tuesday night (ko 7.45pm).

After two seasons with the Keech House Hos-
pice as our named stadium sponsor we are now 
currently in negotiation with two potential 
backers for the naming rights to our ground. 
Our agreement with Keech was never commer-
cially based and while we are now looking for 
partners that can help us financially, we fully in-
tend to maintain our links with the hospice and 
continue to organise money raising activities on 
its behalf.
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Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 











The club was established around the 1907–08 sea-
son. They played in the Ouse Valley League, before 
joining the Essex and Suffolk Border League. In 
1936–37 the club won the Suffolk Junior Cup, beat-
ing Life Brigade 1–0 in a replay. They were Premier 
Division runners-up in 1947–48 and League Cup 
finalists in 1957–58. The club subsequently trans-
ferred to the Norfolk & Suffolk League.

In 1964 the Norfolk & Suffolk League merged 
with the East Anglian League to form the Anglian 
Combination, with Lakenheath placed in Section 
D of the new league. They were runners-up in 
Division Three in 1968–69 and finished second in 
Division Two in 1974–75, a season in which they 
also won the Suffolk Junior Cup for a second time. 
In 1981–82 they were runners-up in Division One, 
earning promotion to the Premier Division. How-
ever, the following season saw them finish bottom 
of the Premier Division, resulting in relegation back 
to Division One. The club finished bottom of Divi-
sion One in 1985–86 and were relegated to Division 
Two.

In the late 1990s Lakenheath transferred to the 
Cambridgeshire County League. They were cham-
pions of Senior Division A in 2007–08, earning 
promotion to the Premier Division. The following 
season saw them finish as runners-up in the Pre-
mier Division. In 2010–11 the club won the Premier 
Division title. They were Premier Division run-
ners-up the following season, and again in 2014–15, 
a season that also saw the club win the Suffolk 
Senior Cup, beating Ipswich Valley Rangers 7–0 in 
the final.

Despite finishing only eighth in the Cambridgeshire 
County League Premier Division in 2017–18, Lak-
enheath were promoted to Division One North of 
the Eastern Counties League. In 2019–20 the club 

were second in the league when it was abandoned 
in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Howev-
er, in 2021 the club were promoted to the Premier 
Division based on their results in the abandoned 
2019–20 and 2020–21 seasons. They also won the 
Suffolk Senior Cup for a second time in 2020–21, 
defeating Bildeston Rangers 2–0 in the final.



The FA Vase effectively replaced The FA Amateur 
Cup in 1974. 

In that year The FA Council had decided to abolish 
the official distinction between amateur and pro-
fessional footballers and this meant the end of The 
Amateur Cup and Amateur Internationals involving 
England.

In its first season 220 clubs entered, but they did 
not include those that had dominated in The Ama-
teur Cup. Enfield, Hendon, Dagenham, Skelmers-
dale United and others at their level were immedi-
ately allocated to The FA Trophy.

For the first time in history, small clubs – even vil-
lage clubs – had the chance of playing in a national 
final at Wembley.

The first Vase finalists were Hoddesdon Town 
from the Spartan League and Epsom & Ewell from 
the Surrey Senior League. The Hertfordshire side 
edged home 2-1 before a crowd of 9,000.

Even a competition as democratic as The Vase had 
its elite clubs in the early years. Billericay Town, 
initially of the Essex Senior League, won it three 
times in four seasons. Halesowen Town, then in the 
West Midlands Regional League, appeared in three 
Finals and were successful in two. They even beat 
a Southall side that had a young Les Ferdinand 
leading the attack.

Until the new Wembley opened in 2007 the record 
attendance for a Vase Final was the 26,489 who 
saw the drawn 1989 Final between Sudbury Town 
and Tamworth at the old Wembley. Tamworth won 
the replay 3-0 at Peterborough and Ian Moores, 
a former Division One player with Tottenham 

Hotspur, scored one of the goals.

The 2013-14 Vase competition was the 40th in 
history. Wembley had hosted 34 Finals, Villa Park 
and St Andrews two each, Upton Park and White 
Hart Lane one each. Thirty-two different clubs have 
got their hands on The Vase, donated by former FA 
Councillor Frank Adams. Whitley Bay lead the way 
with four wins.

Aficionados of The Vase competition tend to rate 
the 1992 Final between Wimborne Town and Guise-
ley as the best so far. Wessex League Wimborne 
had a modest record in the competition before 
then, having never ventured beyond the third 
round, but they embarked on a spectacular journey 
that took them all the way from the first round to 
the Final. A goal down after 14 minutes at Wemb-
ley, the Dorset side fought back to win 5-3.
When The Vase Final returned to Wembley, a 
record 36,232 fans saw Truro City beat AFC Totton 
3-1. Whitley Bay, the 2002 winners, achieved a 
sensational hat-trick of Final victories from 2009 to 
2011. 

The Northern League’s dominance continued for 
two more seasons, with success for Dunston UTS 
and Spennymoor Town before Sholing, then Wes-
sex League champions, got their name engraved. 
North Shields then came from behind to win the 
first Final to go to extra time since 2001-02.
In 2015-16 Wembley Stadium staged the first Non-
League Finals Day, which saw both the Vase and 
the Trophy decided back-to-back in front of almost 
47,000 fans. Morpeth Town came from behind to 
stun Hereford 4-1 with 45-year-old Chris Swailes on 
the scoresheet to win the Vase with a third differ-
ent club.



Cristian Colas – Men’s coach

We made history but now that’s part of the past 
and this Saturday we’ve got the biggest challenge 
of the season at the moment and is to keep making 
history and qualify for the fourth round proper of 
the FA Vase and I know that I cannot promise and 
I’m not a dreamer but hey ho, why not? 

The performance and the work rate of the players 
for the lash games have been unbelievable and 
because of it the scoresheets have been reward-
ing us. I’m so proud of each one of them because 
whatever the role they have, they are always game 
changers.
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Nick Witcombe – Vets Head Coach

Photo: Cosm
in Iftode

When I am not playing music at home games, call-
ing out goal scorer, assisting our top commentator 
Ryan Madden on YouTube at away games or inter-
viewing a player for the match programme you will 
find me managing the Biggleswade United vets’ 
team. I thought I should give you an update on how 
the team are doing.

As you may remember the team only formed in 
March this year and we are now taking part in our 
first full season of the Beds FA Vets Cup. The com-
petition consists of 8 teams that play each other 
once in a league. At the end the top 4 teams play in 
a semi-final for the cup and the remaining 4 teams 
play of a vase so whatever happens we have a 
semi-final to look forward to at the end of the sea-
son. Currently we are in 4th place in the league.

We have played 3 games so far this season winning 
1. I was on holiday for this game but I’m sure that 
was a coincidence. We have played 2 of the top 
teams in our league and even though we lost we 
gave them both a competitive match. Our only win 
was against Eaton Socon with the highlights being 
an early goal by Greg King to take the lead and 
managing to keep a clean sheet thanks to a superb 
last ditch save by substitute keeper Alberto ‘Beto’ 
Morell Lopez who suffered an injury when making 
the save

The aim of the squad is to allow those who are 
getting ‘older’ the opportunity to continue to enjoy 
their football and continue to play competitively. 
The spirit and attitude shown has been fantastic 
and it has been a pleasure to manage the team. We 
have faced plenty of challenges with injuries and 
players leaving but we are still usually able to get a 
full squad of 16 out for matches.

We are always looking for new players so if you are 
over 35 and still want to play football or even just 
want to train with the team let me know or contact 
the club.  We currently train on Monday evenings 
between 8 and 9pm at Pendleton, sharing the pitch 
with the Biggleswade United Reserves team (don’t 
worry we do not train with them). Our games are 
also on a Monday evening, usually every 4-6 weeks. 
We are also looking for coaches to help train the 
team and assist me.
Finally big thanks to Josh and Kayleigh Thomas 

with their help in running the Vets. It is very much 
appreciated.







Since joining the club as a Volunteer 2 years, 
it’s fair to say that Biggleswade United FC 
has become a massive part of our day to 
day lives, not just on a Saturday but right 
through the week. Working with the Youth, 
Vets and Men’s first team has meant that ev-
ery day of the week involves planning, organ-
ising or coaching in one form or another so 
here’s a little taster as to what’s involved:

Monday

Start of the week means planning and organ-
ising begins for our U6 and U8 teams which 
we are involved with. Kayleigh sends out all 
of the reminders for training attendance to 
our U8 Red and Blues teams, whilst I begin 
planning our training session on a Tuesday 
evening. We take a look at all the things we 
did well during Saturdays match along with 
some that need a bit of work and put togeth-
er our plans for the session. It’s then off to 
BUFC Vets training, or a match to give the 
ageing legs a little bit of a run out.

Tuesday

U8 training / 1st team training, so we start 
with the plan being sent out to all coaches 
involved so everybody knows what we will 

be working on this week. I also need to plan 
what I will be working on with the Goalkeep-
ers at 1st team training, later in the eve-
ning. It’s home from work at 5 and straight 
to our training at Eagle Farm Road for 5.30. 
Kayleigh and I spend 45 mins setting up flood 
lights (roll on the Summer and lighter eve-
nings) and drills, ready for a session to start 
at 6.15. Our session is an hour long where we 
train U8 teams along with our other coaches 
Rob, David and George. It takes that many 
of us to control the 16 kids!! At the end of 
the hour, it’s all equipment away off to men’s 
first team training. For the past several 
weeks I have been supporting with GK train-
ing and now been asked to carry on the great 
work Dan Watkins has been doing, whilst he 
focuses on outfield work with Cristian and 
Del. After an hour and half of working with 
the big kids, its finally time for dinner.

Wednesday

Admin day, Kayleigh will carry on the great 
work she has been doing behind the scenes 
working as a member of the Youth commit-
tee, Secretary for our U8 teams and now 
new U6 team. As one of the coaches for our 
U6 team she will also start planning for their 
Sunday morning session.



Thursday

Back to training with the Men’s 1st team on 
Thursday evening, with some lighter sessions 
that we have planned in preparation for the 
match on Saturday.

Friday

Final match confirmations for our U8’s teams 
ready for Saturday mornings matches.

Saturday

MATCH DAY! If it’s a home game for our U8 
Reds, its usually an early start. At 8.45am 
you will find us setting up goals and fundrais-
ing selling well earned cups of tea and bacon 
rolls ready for a 10.00am KO. Once the Reds 
have finished their match, it’s a quick turn 
around and off to KHS for Match Day with 
the Men, warm up drills with GK’s, comfy 
seat in the dugout….and maybe 1 or 2 full 
time drinks.

Sunday

Back to our youth home pitch for 9.45am to 
set up our coaching session for the U6’s with 
coaches Kayleigh, Craig and Leah. Our new 
U6 session now involves around 18 boys and 
girls who we hope will be part of an U7 team 
next season. Once we are finished, it’s time 
for an afternoon off! As I mentioned, it’s fair 
to say BUFC has taken over our lives, but we 
wouldn’t have it any other way!
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Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happen-
ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the 
ethos and important messages that Play Safe 
conveys – whether to club officials, parents/carers 
and or vitally, children and young people them-
selves. Equally important is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key points 
in the football calendar to remind everyone in 
football, that children’s welfare and keeping them 
safe, should be at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see Play 
Safe appearing at various points throughout the 
season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.




























