


I was never a great fan of the phrase ‘grass-
roots’ football although the more I have been 
involved in the lower league game, the more it 
has - if you’ll excuse the pun - ‘grown’ on me.

Organic, patient, time-consuming develop-
ment, growing from the bottom-up is the only 
way to achieve long term success for any grass-
roots football club. It isn’t particularly glam-
orous but vital for the simple reason that it is 
physically impossible for anything to grow from 
the top-down.

Throwing money in at the top might well bring 
short term success but will never bring about 
long term stability.

Which is why here at Biggleswade United we 
hold our youth football section and our lower 
ranked senior sides like the Ladies Blue team 
and our men’s reserve side in such high esteem.
Not because they are the all-conquering great-
est teams in the world but rather because they 
are our guarantee of the future, as important 
if not more so than our senior sides that play 
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at a higher level. Without them we are merely 
a team - no more no less - with them we are a 
united club.

My dream at Biggleswade United has always 
been - infrastructure permitting - to build a club 
where youngsters can join at an early age and 
feed their way through the ranks all the way to 
the first team.

It isn’t easy, nor is it a fast, flat and even road 
but every now and then you get moments of 
pure joy that persuade you that you are doing 
things right.

Like when players graduate from the reserves 
side into the men’s first team or when young 
women players who cut their teeth in the blue 
side find themselves regularly picked for our 
high flying Red women’s side who are currently 
just two levels below National League level.

Last week our reserves beat top of the table 
Cranfield United in a county cup match 3-1 
exactly one month to the day since they lost 1-5 
against them in a league match.

On a week that our men’s first team managed 
to get their sixth win in a row and the women’s 
Red side secured an 8-1 victory that put them 
top of the table, I cannot think of a result that 
has pleased me more for a long time.

And it is for this same reason why I love the FA 
Vase so much, not because it is the greatest 
competition in the world but rather because 
it is the embodiment and in some cases the 
fulfilment of those dreams that clubs like ours 
across the country are constantly striving for.
We are currently six ties and seven games from 
a place at Wembley. I’m not saying we are 
going to get there but someone has to and why 
shouldn’t it be us.

We now face London Lions in the second round 
of the competition at the Keech Hospice Care 
Stadium next weekend (November 12). So far 
we have earned just over £2000 from our three 
victories in the competition and a win next 

Saturday would bring in another very welcome 
£900.

But, as welcome an addition to club funds as it 
might be, it isn’t just about the money but rath-
er the realisation that the FA Vase is tangible 
proof that we are heading in the right direction 
and are getting there by doing things the right 
way.

I can’t wait!
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Guillem Balagué
biggleswadeunited@gmail.com



Biggleswade United Football Club was re-formed 
on the 16th July 1959. However, local history 
records indicate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Meadow as early as 
1929. Our first season (1959/60) saw us compet-
ing in Division Three of the North Herts. League 
(NHL). After 10 successful years in the NHL the 
club made the step up to South Midlands League 
(SML) football. But towards the end of a 15-year 
association with the SML the club began to strug-
gle and after three years of finishing in the bot-
tom three of Division One we sought fresh fields. 
The club joined the Herts. Senior but club contin-
ued to find the going tough. In 1986 we elected to 
return to local League football, joining the Bed-
ford and District Football League and began to 
build again.

  The appointment of Brian Swords as first team 
manager in 87/88 proved to be the turning point 
in the club’s fortunes. During the next ten years 
the club achieved a tremendous amount of suc-
cess on and off the football pitch. Our record of 
League and Cup honours speak for themselves 
but aligned to this a great deal of work went on 
behind the scenes to match the on-field success. 
The club now boasts one of the best clubhouse 
and ground facilities in the Mid-Bedfordshire 
area. The success of the club has also attracted 
many new players as well as commanding a great 
deal of loyalty from those players who helped the 
club progress from Division Three of the Bedford 
and District League to County Senior Club status 
in just 15 years. 

 The 1995/96 season was the most successful in 

the club’s history - winning five major honours; 
the Beds Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, League Cup 
Championship and as the League’s representa-
tives the club won the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. 
Having won every major Bedford League honour 
the club felt it was time to move on and made 
the decision to make the step up once again 
and returned to Division One of the SML. In an 
exceptionally successful first season we cele-
brated a Division One “double” by winning the 
Championship and the Division One Cup. We also 
retained the Beds. FA Intermediate County Cup, 
only the second club in the competition’s histo-
ry to achieve this feat. To crown our success the 
club were awarded the SML Special Achievement 
Trophy in July 1997. 

 In the season 1997/98 we finally achieved Senior 
status. This was achieved not only through the 
endeavours of the players on the field but ulti-
mately as a result of an extremely hard working 
committee. With the help of the Biggleswade 
Town Council a new stand was erected and pe-
rimeter fencing installed. And two seasons later 
the club erected floodlights and on the evening 
of 26th October 1999 we played our first-ever 
floodlit game at Second Meadow, Ryman League 
side Leighton Town were the visitors in the Bed-
fordshire Premier Cup. 

The next eleven years saw the first team led by 
Steve “Snowy” Wright and under his manage-
ment the club continued to enjoy a very high level 
of League and Cup success ultimately achieving 
promotion to the Molten Spartan South Midlands 



League Premier Division and with it the opportu-
nity to compete in the FA Cup. And under Snowy 
the club made three Beds FA Senior Challenge 
Cup final appearances, winning two of the three 
with victories over Stotfold (4-1) and Leighton 
Town (1-0) but missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other cup suc-
cesses came in the form of the Hunts Premeir 
Cup, North Beds Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke 
Cup, the SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once again. The end 
of the 2006 2007 saw Snowy step down as man-
ager with his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 saw the club 
embark on further ambitious ground improve-
ments. With financial backing from Biggleswade 
Town Council, Mid Beds District Council and the 
Football Foundation we installed a 260-seater 
stand, fully enclosed the ground with a double 
turnstile entrance and players’ secure walkway 
which raised the ground to Grade E status.
After several years of stability in terms of first 
team managers the next six years saw a regular 
turnover of first team and reserve team managers 
with Nick Burton, Dave Elkin and Phil Childs all 
taking over the first team reins for a time.

At the start of the 2013 2014 season we appoint-
ed Mick Reardon and Mark Royal as first team 
managers both of whom had enjoyed success 
as coaches at the higher levels of football. Their 
disciplined approach was quickly adhered to and 
responded to by the players and under their stew-
ardship  we achieved the highest Premier Division 
position in nine years and first silverware in seven 
years winning the North Beds Charity Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history.

 In November 2014 the club took a further positive 
step to realise our ambitions with the appoint-
ment of Sky Sports Presenter and renowned 
author, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade United’s 
Director of Football. Following Mick and Mark’s 
decision to step down at the end 2014 2015, Guil-
lem was quick to act and recruited a new Head 
Coach in Cristian Colas Beccera. Cristian was as-
sisted by former professional player, Stuart Bim-
son, and under their guidance the team finished 
in eighth spot in the Premier Division in 2017 2018 
- the highest position in the club’s history. Having 
built a strong reputation for their outstanding 
coaching ability and playing philosophy Cristian 

and Stuart moved up to Step 3 level club, Staines 
Town, for the start of the 2018 2019 season. Guil-
lem was again in search for a high quality coach 
and Jimmy Martin came highly recommended by 
his predecessor, Colas, who worked with Jimmy 
at Stevenage FC Academy. Jimmy was appointed 
Manager in May 2018 but he tendered his resigna-
tion in October 2018 having been offered a “hard 
to refuse” opportunity to take up a coaching role 
at Premier Division club Watford. Despite the 
setback the first team went on to record their 
highest ever League placing – a fourth spot in the 
Premier Division.

In the season 2019 2020 the club were sitting in a 
highly commendable third position in the Premier 
Division and under the management of Chris Dev-
ane and Trishnan Patel were hoping for a promo-
tion play off opportunity. However, in March 2020 
the season was decalred Null and Void by the FA 
after the devastating outbreak of the Coronavirus. 
The club were also to learn that Chris and Tish-
nan had accepted the offer to work at Step 4 and 
departed the club at short notice. Fortunately the 
club were able to call upon the services of former 
Head Coach Cristian Colas  Cristian took the club 
to its highest ever position in the club’s history 
at the curtailmant of the 20/21 season leaving 
us second in the table on PPG. The club applied 
for promotion to Step 4 but were unsuccessful. 
A double whammy came when the club were 
subjected to a lateral move to the Uhlsport United 
Counties League. After ten years of steady prog-
ress at  Step 5 the club now face a challenging 
period that will require steadfastness and per-
serverance as we work to rebuild a squad that will 
once again be challenging for promotion.
The club has certainly come a long way in relative-
ly few years but we could not have done it without 
the help of a very supportive Town and District 
Council who clearly understand the benefits of 
having a community based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down to a very 
hard working committee who throughout the 
year - not just the football season - continue to 
volunteer their time and commitment to the club, 
to help it continue to thrive and be a source of en-
joyment for our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community. 











In the summer of 1995 the players and officials of 
Maccabi Association London (MAL) decided that 
they had reached the limits of Sunday football and 
that a new challenge was required. 

The Hertfordshire Senior County League was a 
popular choice and the club made its debut in the 
95/96 season under a new name of MALEX. Four 
years later the club had made many friends but had 
narrowly missed out on promotion from Division 1 
in each season. 

During the summer of 1999, the club revised its 
management structure, and decided to change its 
name to LONDON MACCABI LIONS, whilst retain-
ing its all-Jewish status. Under the management 
team of Bobby Fisher and Adam Solomons the 1st 
team lost only three league games in their first 
season as they won the Division 1, and also reached 
the semi-finals of the Aubrey Cup. 

The club grew into one of the strongest outfits 
in the Premier League but had to wait to land its 
first major honour in 2007 when Lions beat Metro-
politan Police to lift the Herts Centenary Trophy. 
This was supplemented by the Reserves who were 
also promoted as champions, in 2002, and made it 
to three Herts Reserve Cup finals, winning one in 
09/10. 

After a decade in the Herts Premier, in 2009/10 
now under the stewardship of Tony Gold and 
Steve Grenfell, Lions won the Herts Senior Coun-
ty League for the first time in the club’s history, 
winning promotion to the Spartan South Midlands 
League in the process. The following season – the 
club’s first in the South Midlands Division One – 
they added a second Herts Centenary Trophy beat-
ing Letchworth Garden City Eagles 3-2 in the final. 
Lions were able to go one better in 2012/13; win-
ning the South Midlands Division One title and pro-
motion to the heady heights of the South Midlands 

Premier Division. The club also made their debut in 
the FA Cup, winning 4-0 against Clapton. 
Now just one league away from semi-professional 
football, it was a tall order for a team now missing 
a number of players who had departed following 
promotion, and 2013/14 saw Lions suffer their first 
ever relegation at the end of a difficult season. 

Having steadied the ship and changing its name to 
MACCABI LONDON LIONS, the club decided to re-
turn to the Herts Senior County League for 2015/16. 
Seeking to promote a new generation, there was 
immediate reward by winning the Anagram Re-
cords Trophy at the end of last season, with most of 
the starting XI having come through the club’s mas-
sive youth set up; the future looks bright! 

Due to a lack of floodlights and a stand, Lions 
senior team had to ground share at St Albans City, 
Broxbourne, and Hemel Hempstead Town in order 
to play in the South Midlands League. However, 
first team football returned to Rowley Lane in 2015 
as the new Alan Mattey Stand and floodlights were 
installed into the renamed Alpha Stadium. 2016-
17 saw the first team, led by Andy Landesberg, 
achieve an unprecedented treble in winning the 
league, Centenary Trophy and, for the first time, 
the Aubrey Cup. They followed this up last season 
with a strong league challenge and 2 more cup 
finals, winning the divisional cup with a thrilling 
victory over champions Southall. 

We have always tried to conduct ourselves with 
sportsmanship and pride as well as striving for 
victory. We look forward to continuing this into the 
future.





And here we are, in the 2nd round of a beautiful compe-
tition. And we can make history today if we get qualified 
for the next round (3rd) will be the first time the Club is 
in the hat! And, it will be difficult, of course but... Why 
not? We face London Lions FC, a great Club that was 
promoted last year and is doing great this season, due to 
a strong set up and a good project behind of it. But we’ve 
closed October with the best numbers possible, allowing 
us to keep being on the top group of the League (I cannot 
remember an open league like this one with a lot of Clubs 
in not so many points of difference), a really competitive 
one that is preparing us for each game, knowing that 
none of them will be easily won. Players performances 
and numbers have been outstanding, and I need to men-
tion specially Taylor Rhiney who has been clinical in front 
of goal! His numbers are unreal. But behind his numbers 
we have a great player and a superb person, that started 
the season with some difficulties but has shown all of us 
how to overcome tough moments with work, work and 
more work. So we’re ready, players are ready, almost 
everyone is ready? But... are you ready? If so, it’s essential 
to have you here today supporting us.  
 
Thank you very much and C’mon United!

Cristian Colas – Men’s coach
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The FA Vase effectively replaced The FA Ama-
teur Cup in 1974. 

In that year The FA Council had decided to 
abolish the official distinction between am-
ateur and professional footballers and this 
meant the end of The Amateur Cup and Ama-
teur Internationals involving England.

In its first season 220 clubs entered, but they 
did not include those that had dominated 
in The Amateur Cup. Enfield, Hendon, Da-
genham, Skelmersdale United and others at 
their level were immediately allocated to The 
FA Trophy.

For the first time in history, small clubs – 
even village clubs – had the chance of playing 
in a national final at Wembley.

The first Vase finalists were Hoddesdon Town 
from the Spartan League and Epsom & Ewell 
from the Surrey Senior League. The Hertford-
shire side edged home 2-1 before a crowd of 
9,000.

Even a competition as democratic as The 
Vase had its elite clubs in the early years. 
Billericay Town, initially of the Essex Senior 

League, won it three times in four seasons. 
Halesowen Town, then in the West Midlands 
Regional League, appeared in three Finals 
and were successful in two. They even beat a 
Southall side that had a young Les Ferdinand 
leading the attack.

Until the new Wembley opened in 2007 the 
record attendance for a Vase Final was the 
26,489 who saw the drawn 1989 Final be-
tween Sudbury Town and Tamworth at the 
old Wembley. Tamworth won the replay 3-0 
at Peterborough and Ian Moores, a former 
Division One player with Tottenham Hotspur, 
scored one of the goals.

The 2013-14 Vase competition was the 40th 
in history. Wembley had hosted 34 Finals, Vil-
la Park and St Andrews two each, Upton Park 
and White Hart Lane one each. Thirty-two 
different clubs have got their hands on The 
Vase, donated by former FA Councillor Frank 
Adams. Whitley Bay lead the way with four 
wins.

Aficionados of The Vase competition tend 
to rate the 1992 Final between Wimborne 
Town and Guiseley as the best so far. Wessex 
League Wimborne had a modest record in 



the competition before then, having never 
ventured beyond the third round, but they 
embarked on a spectacular journey that took 
them all the way from the first round to the 
Final. A goal down after 14 minutes at Wem-
bley, the Dorset side fought back to win 5-3.
When The Vase Final returned to Wembley, 
a record 36,232 fans saw Truro City beat AFC 
Totton 3-1. Whitley Bay, the 2002 winners, 
achieved a sensational hat-trick of Final vic-
tories from 2009 to 2011. 

The Northern League’s dominance contin-
ued for two more seasons, with success for 
Dunston UTS and Spennymoor Town before 
Sholing, then Wessex League champions, 
got their name engraved. North Shields then 
came from behind to win the first Final to go 
to extra time since 2001-02.

In 2015-16 Wembley Stadium staged the first 
Non-League Finals Day, which saw both the 
Vase and the Trophy decided back-to-back in 
front of almost 47,000 fans. Morpeth Town 
came from behind to stun Hereford 4-1 with 
45-year-old Chris Swailes on the scoresheet 
to win the Vase with a third different club.





Biggleswade United is lending its full support to 
Play Safe – a national FA-led campaign to raise 
awareness of the importance of safeguarding in 
football.

Play Safe is being run in partnership with the 
NSPCC and has the full backing of the Premier 
League, EFL, Barclays FA Women’s Super League 
and the FA Women’s Championship. It’s also sup-
ported and being run across every other level of 
the game.

The main element of Play Safe is a series of short 
films which emphasise the importance of clubs 
such as ours having safeguarding as an everyday 
reality. The films also explain to parents/carers 
and children themselves know what to do if they 
feel unsafe or worried, because nothing matters 
more than making sure football is safe for every-
one, especially children and young people. You 
can see these films on our club website and we’ve 
also broadcast them on our social media chan-
nels.

“As a youth team coach, I will be working with my 
club to ensure we support the Play Safe messag-
ing,” says FA Chief Executive Mark Bullingham. “I 
am also pleased that the campaign has the sup-
port of the former footballers with lived experi-
ence of abuse in football, who are on our Survivor 
Support and Safeguarding Advisory Group. The 
Group has collectively said:

“Learning from the past is crucial, so that we can 
prevent the horrific experiences that happened to 
us and so many others in football, from happen-
ing again.

 “As a group of survivors, we fully support the 
ethos and important messages that Play Safe 
conveys – whether to club officials, parents/carers 
and or vitally, children and young people them-
selves. Equally important is that Play Safe is not 
a one-off campaign – it will be used at key points 
in the football calendar to remind everyone in 
football, that children’s welfare and keeping them 
safe, should be at the heart of all that we do.”

As the Survivor Group points out, you’ll see Play 
Safe appearing at various points throughout the 
season to keep safeguarding front of mind in 
football. Together, we want to do everything we 
can so everyone – particularly children and young 
people – has a consistently positive experience of 
our great game.

Biggleswade United have appointed Tracey James 
as the club’s Child Welfare Officer. Tracey’s con-
tact details are tracey.james58@btinternet.com 
or telephone 07714 661827.




























